


Shanghai Queer Film Festival
SHQFF LGBTQIA

Shanghai Queer Film Festival (SHQFF) is the city’s 
first independent LGBTQIA-themed film festival. 
Screening the best queer films from around the 
world, we are committed to discussing various 
issues from a spectrum of sexual experiences and 
gender expressions, including but not limited to 
topics of homosexual, bisexual, queer, trans, asex-
ual, and intersexual lives and communities.

SHQFF is a non-profit organization. All of our 
events are entirely volunteer-run and open to the 
public for free. We aim to create an open and 
safe environment for more people to see queer 
films, explore queer topics, and join in on queer 
discussions.

About



The Short Film Section is the primary compo-
nent of the festival’s programming, selecting the 
best LGBTQIA short films from a global pool of 
submissions. It provides an open platform for a new 
generation of filmmakers, especially those from 
Asia, to showcase their work.

These films are divided into two categories: 
Asian Short Film Competition and World Short 
Film Screening. Our call for submissions is open 
annually from March through June. The Asian Short 
Film Competition  gives awards in a number of 
categories, and is judged by a jury of industry pro-
fessionals. Films selected for the World Short Film 
Screening are shown out-of-competition as part of 
our official selection.

Founded at the end of 2016, SHQFF runs a series of 
screenings, panels, workshops and parties in Shang-
hai every September. Throughout the year, we also 
organize special screenings and other related activi-
ties. At our inaugural festival in September 2017, we 
gathered more than 2000 audiences onsite.
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Welcome to the 2018
Shanghai Queer Film 
Festival!

Our team has been working 
extremely hard over the past nine 
months to make our independent 
film festival the best it can be.

This year, our theme is ‘Gen-
eration Q.’ We intend to show 
the connection and continuity 
between different decades 
of queer life through cinema. 
Alongside recent award-winning 
films, including Hard Paint and 
Boi Neon, we are also screening 
milestone queer classics like Yang 
± Yin, Saving Face, and Beautiful 
Men. We will explore how our 
communities and our world has 
changed over time. From the per-
spective of time and generation, 
we will interpret diversity with a 
fresh take.

We are looking forward to 
discussing topics presented by 
the films and have reserved more 
time for post-screening Q&A 
sessions, as well as planning 

a Generation Q forum. We are 
delighted to welcome an exciting 
group of guest speakers this year, 
including local and international 
filmmakers, scholars and commu-
nity leaders.

We are also expanding the scope 
of our Short Film Section. Fol-
lowing the success of last year’s 
short film screenings, we are 
excited to introduce a World Short 
Film Screening to our program. 
We will continue to promote 
films made in Asia and by Asian 
filmmakers through our Asian 
Short Film Competition, whilst 
presenting emerging short films 
from a more diverse background. 
We are delighted that so many 
filmmakers see SHQFF has a
great platform for exhibiting their
work. We maintain high standards
in curation and have assembled 
a jury of celebrated industry 
professionals to give feedback on 
your work.

SHQFF has been made possible 
by the help and support of so
many people, and our team is

especially indebted to all of the 
young people who have engaged 
with us. A new generation has 
emerged that is more tolerant 
and inclusive of diverse gender 
identities and sexual orienta-
tions, despite an increasingly 
challenging political environment. 
This demonstrates the small yet 
powerful influence that an inde-
pendent film festival can have.

Both domestically and interna-
tionally, the LGBTQIA community 
has come to an unprecedented 
turning point. Faced with the 
explosion of information, we are 
constantly exposed to an endless 
stream of different values, opin-
ions and arguments. How can we 
make sense of this chaotic world, 
and how do we promote diversity 
whilst dismantling labels in our 
journey to true equality? We hope 
that Shanghai Queer Film Festival 
can be a platform for everyone.

Enjoy the festival!
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Festival Guests

Geun Yeong Kim

Actor, Uninvited

Geun Yeong Kim is an actor from Seoul. She began 
her career while studying in Germany, before going 
on to work in Korea.

Dandelion Lin

Director, Slingshot Prince

Dandelion Lin was a painter and actor before moving 
into directing. Her work discusses humanity and 
social issues.

Yao Lv
2018

Jury Member, Asian Short Film Competition 2018

42

Yao Lv is a film consultant for the Greater China 
Region at the Berlin International Short Film Festival, 
and a filmmaker whose accolades include being 
nominated for the 42nd Student Academy Awards.



Kawakatsu Naho

Producer, Old Narcissus

Kawakatsu Naho is a film producer whose extensive 
experience in Japanese cinema has included 
the erotic pink film movement, as well as more 
commercially mainstream projects.

Fantasia Valentina

Cast, Extravaganza
Fantasia Valentina

DKNSTRKT
Fantasia Valentina is one of Shanghai’s most 
recognizable drag performers. She has been a 
regular fixture on the scene for over three years, 
and is a co-founder of genderfluid drag collective 
DKNSTRKT.

Tamura Taijiro

Actor, Old Narcissus

Tamura Taijiro is an actor who has appeared in a 
diverse range of film and television productions in 
Japan, including Tokyo! and Silence.

Shoji Tsuyoshi

Director, Old Narcissus
CG

1995 2018
Shoji Tsuyoshi is a director and CG artist. He won 
the Special Jury Award (1995) and the prestigious 
Grand Prix (2018) at Rainbow Reel, Tokyo’s LGBT 
film festival.
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Dean Hamer

Joe Wilson
Dean Hamer

Qwaves

 
Dean Hamer is an Emmy Award winning filmmaker 
and NYT Book of the Year author with a long 
history in communicating complex and controversial 
ideas to diverse publics. Joe Wilson got involved 
in documentary filmmaking following a career in 
international development and human rights. Their 
short films pioneered citizen-generated content on 
the Internet and cable television, and were used by 
numerous community and educational organizations. 
They formed Qwaves to make documentaries that 
emanate from the voices of sexual minorities.

2013-2014

Lesley Yiping Qin holds an MA degree in Cinema 
Studies from NYU Tisch. She was the program 
manager of the NYC-based Asian American 
International Film Festival from 2013 to 2014, and 
curated several screenings for venues such as 
Ran Tea House in Williamsburg, Anthology Film 
Archives, and such. She is now based in Shanghai, 
managing a filmmaking workshop jointly held 
between ShanghaiTech University and USC School 
of Cinematic Arts.
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 是“跨儿说” “酷儿说”   “跨儿说”是   
“Diversity& 

Inclusion”  
Lilian Shen is a co-founder of Queer Talks and 
Women Up!, and a member of TransTalks and 
ShanghaiPRIDE. Queer Talks is a bilingual 
discussion-based event on queer-related issues in 
China and overseas. Women Up! focuses on raising 
awareness of anti gender-based violence. TransTalks 
is Shanghai’s first trans-focused organization 
dedicated to promoting trans rights and performing 
crisis intervention. By profession, Lilian is an applied-
improvisation corporate trainer with Zmack Shanghai 
and delivers her own bilingual Diversity & Inclusion 
program.

Wei Wei is a professor from East China Normal 
University researching social development. His main 
research and teaching interests are gender and 
urban studies, with a particular focus on the queer 
community in contemporary cities of China. He is 
the author of Public: The Formation and Change of 
Contemporary Queers in Chengdu and Cool Reading 
of Chinese Society: Urban Space, Pop Culture and 
Social Policy.



Asian Short Film 
Competition Judges
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Richard Fung

Richard Fung is a Trinidad-born, Toronto-based 
artist, writer and Professor in the Faculty of Art 
at OCAD University. He is a recipient of the Bell 
Canada Award for outstanding achievement in video 
art and the Kessler Award for substantial contribution 
to LGBTQIA Studies. 

Sachiko Imai
Rainbow Reel Tokyo

2017  
Sachiko Imai is the programmer of Rainbow Reel 
Tokyo (formerly Tokyo International Lesbian & Gay 
Film Festival), one of the longest-running queer 
film festivals in Asia. In 2017, she served as a jury 
member for Teddy Award at Berlin International Film 
Festival.
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MFA
Yao Lv is a film consultant for the Greater China 
Region at the Berlin International Short Film Festival 
and an independent filmmaker. She has a Master’s in 
Comparative Literature from Fudan University and an 
MFA in Film Directing from Columbia University. 

Fran Martin is Reader (Associate Professor) in 
the Screen and Cultural Studies Program at the 
University of Melbourne. Her best-known research 
focuses on representations of queer sexuality in film, 
television, literature, social media and other forms of 
cultural production in the contemporary transnational 
Chinese world.

70

Yang Qiu was born in Changzhou, China and studied 
at Victoria College of the Arts in Australia. His short 
film Small Town February won the Short Film Palme 
D’or at the 70th Cannes International Film Festival, 
making him the first Chinese director to receive the 
award.



Festival Planner

9.21
Opening Film: Hard Paint

9.22Saving Face

Leitis in Waiting
Q&A

Asian Short Film 
Competition

Sorry for the Inconvenience

Tidal

Old Narcissus

Feverish

Pink Pill

Red

Slingshot Prince

Uninvited

Award
Q&A

Opening Party

9.23
Yang±Yin: Gender in Chinese 
Cinema

Boi Neon

20:00

13:00

15:40

19:30

20:00

20:00

20:00

13:20
16:00

19:00

22:00

14:00

16:20

15
Screenings will start promptly, please arrive 15 minutes early

Conference

9.24Short Documentaries 
Screening

Hometown

Rarely Normal

Queer Room

Extravaganza
Beautiful Men

Q&A

World Short Films 
Screening

Something about Alex

Refugees under the Rainbow

1st Day & Next Minute

Sleepover

Silvia Silvia in the Waves

Little Boy Blue

Sookee Sookee–of Seahorses 

and Closets

DIVA

Calamity

9.25Gerontophilia

9.26Olya’s Love



Scan to RSVP and 
for event details

Pedro Suffocated and anxious, young Pedro faces a 
criminal lawsuit and the moving away of his beloved 
sister. In the streets he has to deal with the looks of 
strangers, and in his room with thousands of people 
watching him on the webcam.

Opening Film: 
Hard Paint

9.21
Screening 20:00

2018
Teddy Award for Best Feature Film, 2018 Berlin International
Film Festival

Hard Paint
Filipe Matzembacher, Marcio Reolon

Brazil, 2018
118 min



Saving Face

Wil

Wil
Wil

Saving Face is a romantic comedy about a daugh-
ter’s struggle to understand her mother’s heart, 
which ultimately allows her to understand her own. A 
story of unspoken loves, contemporary and cultural 
taboos, and the journey of two women towards living 
their lives honestly.

9.22
Screening 13:20

Scan to RSVP and 
for event details

42

Michelle Krusiec - Best Leading Actress Nominee,
Golden Horse Award
Viewer’s Choice Award, 42nd Golden Horse Film Festival

Saving Face
Alice Wu

USA, 2004
91min



Scan to RSVP and 
for event details

Mataele Leitis Leitis Leitis in Waiting is the story of Joey Mataele and the 
Tonga leitis, an intrepid group of native transgender 
women fighting a rising tide of religious fundamental-
ism and intolerance in their South Pacific kingdom. 
With unexpected humor and extraordinary access to 
the Kingdom’s royals and religious leaders, this emo-
tional journey reveals what it means to be different 
in a society ruled by tradition, and what it takes to be 
accepted without forsaking who you really are.

Leitis in Waiting

9.22
Screening 16:00
Q&A

Leitis in Waiting
Dean Hamer, Joe Wilson

USA/Tonga, 2018
71 min



Scan to RSVP and 
for event details

9.22
Screening 19:00
Award
Q&A

Asian Short Film 
Competition

Sorry for the Inconvenience
Carl Chavez

The Philippines

Joshua

Joshua, a timid teenager, comes home one night bullied 
by his schoolmates. Burning an ire of revenge, he decides 
to take care of the matter himself. But things don’t go as 
planned. He is left with no choice but to ask his policeman 
father for help. 

Tidal
Yen-Hsun Li

Taiwan, China

Ocean Tide

Small island boy Ocean develops an ill-fated romance 
with Tide, a sailor who comes into port with a few secrets 
in tow.



 
Old Narcissus
Tsuyoshi Shoji

Japan

Leo

Yamazaki is a graphic novelist getting on in years. An 
encounter with the young and handsome Leo soon turns 
into a BDSM relationship that traps them both.

Feverish
Xinyuan Zheng Lu

USA

Val Max Alix Jonathan

A story about our digital and gender-fluid present. Val, 
Max, Alix and Jonathan have all loved each other, and all 
been apart. They live in Los Angeles, but wouldn’t nec-
essarily call it home, and search for a sense of belonging 
among themselves.



Slingshot Prince
Dandelion Lin

USA/China

1995 12

The story takes place in 1995 at a town in southern China. 
Having been bullied by the boys, a 12-year-old tomboy 
chases them down with her slingshot.

Uninvited
Seung Yeob Lee

South Korea

Jungho
Jungho
Jungho’s life with his boyfriend in Seoul is disrupted by the 
unexpected arrival of his mother.

Pink Pill
Xiaoshan Xie

China

When Zhang He’s diary falls into the hands of her high 
school classmates, her romance with Chen Xue is 
exposed. Her desk-mate Li Bo decides to protect her, but 
as the two get closer, Li becomes convinced that he can 
perhaps change Zhang.

Red
Yuchao Feng

USA

TA
A teen finds particular comfort, freedom and affirmation in
dressing in “women’s clothing” – until one day, ze sees zir 
father on the street.



Opening Party

9.22
 Party 22:00

SHQFF is partnering up with the glitter soaked Medusa for the official opening party. 

For more details, please follow our WeChat account.
DJ：Michael Cignarale & Mau Mau & Diamond Lil



100 Film director Stanley Kwan traces the evolution of his 
identity as a gay man through the films he grew up 
with, demonstrating that Chinese cinema (from Hong 
Kong, Taiwan and Mainland China) has dealt with 
questions of gender and sexuality more frankly and 
more provocatively than any other national cinema.

Yang ± Yin

9.23
Screening 14:00

Scan to RSVP and 
for event details

Yang ± Yin: Gender in
Chinese Cinema

Stanley Kwan
UK, 1996

80 min



Scan to RSVP and 
for event details

Iremar Vaqujadas
Galega

Galega
Cacá Zé

Iremar

Iremar works at the Vaquejadas. Home is the truck 
used to transport the animals from show to show, 
which he shares with his co-workers; Galega, an 
exotic dancer, the truck driver and mother to the 
young & spirited Cacá, and Zé. Brazil’s booming 
clothing industry has stirred new ambitions in Iremar. 
Swinging in his hammock in the back of the truck, his 
head is filled with dreams of pattern cutting, sequins 
and exquisite fabrics as he mentally assembles 
elaborate new fashion designs.

Boi Neon

9.23
Screening 16:20

72
Nominee – Horizons Award, The 72nd Venice International
Film Festival

Boi Neon
Gabriel Mascaro

Brazil/Uruguay/
Netherlands 2018

 Asia Premiere
101 min



9.23
 Conference 20:00

Generation Q: 
Breaking Binaries

C
on
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Scan to RSVP and 

for event details

2018 SHQFF 2018 explores images by queer genera-

tions from the past twenty years. From late 20th 

century Chinese documentaries that explore gender 

expressions, to this year’s Teddy Award-winning 

drama from Brazil, we invite you to witness changing 

queer images through time and space, and to break 

through binary systems of gender and sexuality in 

society.



This festival has specially included a conference 

module, hoping to provide a space for thoughts and 

discussions. It will cover queer cinema, as well as 

the lived experience of queer people like those in the 

discussion on the evolution and development of 

queer cinema.

Professor Wei Wei, from East China Normal 

University and Lilian Shen, from Queer Talks and 

TransTalks, will share their thoughts on queer life as 

Members of the audience are invited to actively 

participate and contribute as well.

Dean Hamer Joe Wilson



Rarely Normal
妖妖 Yaoyao

China
37 min

 
 

Gouzi is an excellent soccer player, but destiny sends count-
less curveballs their way. Living with a rare disease for 11 
years, they fell critically ill 6 times, were paralyzed 11 times, 
and lost their hearing 4 times. Yet they keep on living their life 
with a playful attitude. Queerness, disability, life, love, 
affection and survival are just some of the pieces they use to 
puzzle together their own true self.

Scan to RSVP and 
for event details

9.24
Screening 13:00

Short 
Documentaries
Screening



Hometown
Minghai Wang

China
29 min

Yang Yun, a teenager living in a small town, faces a 
choice to either pursue their passion for dancing or 
embrace the real world. Facing the high-school entrance 
exam and family pressure, will they fight or compromise? 
Wild Cat, a teenager living in a big city, has always 
endured the trauma of sexual assault in silence. Coming 
to assume a more assertive personality, they established 
a sexual minorities advocacy group at school but were 
suppressed. Heading into college, what should they do? Queer Room

Aram Kwon
South Korea

29 min

For most closeted queer people living with their families, 
it is only after moving out, away from gender dichotomy 
and heterosexual morality, that they can open the door to 
new homes and make their own ‘families’. Rejecting the 
normative constructs of marriage and childbirth, they carve 
an alternative route, a new path carved in queer history.



Scan to RSVP and 
for event details

2017
Miss Jade 12

A new documentary about the Shanghai drag scene. 
July, 2017, Shanghai. Drag queen Miss Jade has 
brought together 12 of the city’s drag performers for 
a one-night show. They are the fiercest kings and 
queens in town. Extravaganza takes you behind the 
scenes of one of China’s most dynamic drag scenes. 
Feel the shade, live the fantasy.

Extravaganza

9.24
Screening 15:40

Extravaganza
Matthew Baren

China
45 min



Scan to RSVP and 
for event details

10:00
A documentary about ‘fan chuan’ (drag) performers 
at a bar in Chengdu. After 10pm, when darkness has 
fallen, they look for comfort and happiness, or simply 
the joy of ‘being’ a woman. They are Beautiful Men 
on the stage, under the shadows and out in the light.

Beautiful Men

9.24
Screening 16:25
Q&A

Beautiful Men
Haibin Du

China, 2005
95 min



9.24
Screening 19:30

World Short Films
Screening

Scan to RSVP and 
for event details

Alex
Something About Alex
Reinout Hellenthal

Netherlands

Alex Hendrik
Hendrik Annelies

Alex
Alex, an isolated teenager, finds a true and support-
ive friend in his sister’s boyfriend Hendrik. When they 
announce their plan to move away, Alex must face what is 
truly troubling him.

Refugees Under the Rainbow
Stella Traub

Germany

Yusuf Ritah William

Yusuf, Ritah and William are refugees journeying from 
Uganda to Germany. Their tale is one of violence, frustra-
tion and hope under the rainbow.



1st Day & Next Minute
Sara Koppel

Denmark
 

A rush adventure into a gender-fluid zone of desires, 
where the equally unfulfilled lust and responsibility are as 
if yin to yang.

Little Boy Blue
Andreas Samuelson

Sweden
 

 A quiet family evening for a boy and his two fathers is 
interrupted when a stranger comes knocking at their door.

Silvia
Silvia In the Waves
Giovana Olmos

Canada
 
Noa

Noa struggles to honor the identity of his recently 
deceased “father,” while his mother tries to uphold the 
image of a conventional “family.” Grief and fantasy entwine 
to reveal the complex relationship between history and 
erasure, identity and memory.

Sleepover
Jimi Vall Peterson

Sweden
 

Emil Adam Emil
Adam

Emil decides to spend the night at Adam’s place after a 
late-night movie. Emil has unspoken feelings for Adam—
feelings that are tested as they share the same bed.



Sookee
Sookee—of Seahorses and Closets
Krestin Polte

Germany

Sookee

A multilayered and intimate portrait of Sookee, a famous 
queer-feminist hip-hop artist and left-wing activist in 
Germany.

Calamity
Maxime Feyers

Belgium

France
France meets her son’s girlfriend for the first time before 
she loses control.

DIVA
Adam Csoka Keller

UK

Divina de Campo V. R. Alevizos

Cries of ‘DIVA’ are known to ring out in the drag bar as well 
as the opera house. In this surreal queer fantasia on clas-
sical music and scandalous first-century verse, drag prima 
donna Divina de Campo premieres an original operatic aria 
with music by composer V. R. Alevizos.



18 18-year-old Lake discovers that he has an unusual 
attraction for the elderly when fate lands him a job 
at an assisted-living facility. He develops an intimate 
relationship with Mr. Peabody. Upon discovering that 
the clients are being over-medicated to make them 
more manageable, Lake decides to help Mr. Pea-
body break out, resulting in a road trip that deepens 
their bond.

70

Nominee – Fedora Award/Best Film (Venice Days)/Queer 
Lion, The 70th Venice International Film Festival

Gerontophilia

9.25
Screening 20:00

Scan to RSVP and 
for event details

Gerontophilia
Bruce La Bruce

Canada, 2013
118 min



In Putin’s Russia, we follow enthusiastic twenty 
something Olya in her unstinting struggle for equal 
rights for queer people. She organizes events and 
demonstrates actively, often right on the front line 
between demonstrators and opponents. By letting 
the camera into her life, Olya shows us what the 
price of standing up for your sexuality is in today’s 
Russia.

Olya’s Love

9.26
Screening 20:00

Scan to RSVP and 
for event details

Olya’s Love
Kirill Sakharnov

Austria/Russia, 2014
68 min
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